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REGIONAL PORTS AUTHORITIES 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.05 am]: In May I announced that the new 
regional Kimberley, Pilbara and Mid West Ports Authorities would commence operations on 1 July 2014. I am 
pleased to advise the house that the amalgamations went ahead as planned and the new regional ports authorities 
have been operating successfully for more than two months. At the time I also advised Parliament that due to 
operating differences between the Bunbury, Albany and Esperance ports, there would be a short delay before 
their amalgamation to form the Southern Ports Authority. I am pleased to advise the house that the 
Southern Ports Authority will commence operations on 1 October 2014. The establishment of the Southern Ports 
Authority delivers on the state government’s commitment to ports governance reform through the establishment 
of four new regional authorities under the Ports Legislation Amendment Act 2014. 

I am pleased to announce that I have appointed Mr Roger Hussey as the independent chair of the Southern Ports 
Authority board. Mr Hussey’s demonstrated strategic planning, business development skills and commercial 
acumen will be important in shaping the new entity. I look forward to working with him. Ms Neema Premji, who 
had been serving as interim chair–elect, has been appointed as the deputy chair. With the task of bringing three 
very different ports together under the one board, Ms Premji’s wealth of experience will ensure continuity and 
corporate knowledge on the Southern Ports Authority board. I take this opportunity to thank Ms Premji for her 
valuable contribution and continuing support. 

Alongside Mr Hussey and Ms Premji, I have appointed Philip Chalmer, Peter Iancov, Gary Wood, 
Carolyn Porter and Anthony Willinge to the Southern Ports Authority board. These appointments deliver on the 
government’s commitment to representation from all three existing ports on the new Southern Ports Authority 
board. Mr Chalmer lives in the Esperance region and was previously a member of the Esperance Port Authority 
board. Ms Porter, who resides in Porongurup, previously sat on the Albany Port Authority board. Mr Wood lives 
in Collie and, along with Mr Willinge, was a member of the Bunbury Port Authority board. 

I am confident that the new board will provide the strong leadership required to implement the Southern Ports 
Authority and develop it into the strong and cohesive organisation required to drive the strategic direction for the 
region’s ports into the future. 
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